22                     Turgot.

mense hall of the outer Sorbonne; it was admirably:
furnished and lighted, and, large as it is, was full of
listeners during the whole five hours' discussion.

" The Archbishop of Tours presided.   The Assern- :
bly of the Clergy, at present in session at Paris, of
which he is also the chairman, came in a body to
hear this thesis.   My lord the Archbishop of Paris
was there in full canonicals.   His surpliced cross-
bearer held the cross at the door of his coach, came
before him into the hall, and sat in front of him upon
a footstool, bearing the great and beautiful archiepis- ,
copal cross of gilded silver.   After the Archbishop's
departure, the Pope's Nuncio came in and remained
above an hour and a half.   On going out he remarked
to the Abbe", and to the doctors of the Sorbonne who :
accompanied him, and to your brother, and to M. cle
Creil, that he had been present on many such occa-
sions, but that he had never heard a thesis sustained
with so much ability.

"The Archbishop of Tours descended from his
chair and embraced the Abbe", assuring him that he
had acquitted himself eminently well. The next day,
the Archbishop being at Versailles, the king asked
him if he had attended the Assembly of the Clergy
on the day before. He answered no; that he had
presided at the discussion of a thesis. The king in-
quired who sustained the thesis, and was informed
that it was the Abb6 Turgot. To the king's further
inquiry whether the Abbe had sustained it well, the
Archbishop was good enough to reply that he had
never heard a thesis sustained with equal distinc-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